
A Huge Welcome to: the new members of the Healthbots team, Lynne Taylor is conducting her PhD on falls 

and activity monitoring. Hong Yul is completing  postdoctoral work in health informatics research 

Gearing up for Trial 2- The Healthbots Team is well into preparations for Trial 2 at Selwyn Village. 

This second trial  aims to give the elderly residents a greater opportunity to interact with the robot with less 

involvement from researchers over a longer period of time.  This trial will continue to develop the utility of 

our robotic platform for use within a retirement village setting. 

Healthbots in the media - We very grateful and thrilled by the on-going media attention Healthbots 

has been receiving. . Articles have appeared in, The Shed, Auckland Now, New Zealand Herald, The Domin-

ion Post, Retirement and Homecare . The project has also been featured on 411 on Maori TV , Ever Won-

dered and Media 7 on TVNZ 7,. 

Healthbots Presentations—Healthbots research has recently been presented as several international 

conferences,  Rebecca Stafford presented at RO-MAN in Italy, Dr. Chandimal Jayawardena presented at IROS 

in Taiwan and  Dr. Karen Day presented at Medinfo in South Africa 

Healthbots on Facebook - Healthbots has joined the Facebook community, come visit and leave a 

message and receive recent updates. You can access our Facebook page through our homepage at https://
wiki.auckland.ac.nz/display/csihealthbots  
 

Healthbots Advisory Board - The Healthbots Advisory Board has been established, this board will 

sign off key agenda points as our research reaches new milestones. They will also provide expert advice to 

the Healthbots team, as well as identifying potential commercialization opportunities. We look forward to 

working and learning from such an experienced team. 

A huge THANK YOU - To Alex Igic who has been working on speech development for the project. We 

wish him all the best in his future ventures, Alex may be re-joining us for a PHD in the near future. 

Upcoming points of interest–  Look out for project updates on trial two on  the Healthbots Wiki and 

Facebook page 

 
 

   What’s Happening? 

   Who are we? 
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Healthbots is a joint Research Project between 

UniServices/The University of Auckland and the 

Electronic and Telecommunications Research  

Institute in Korea (ETRI).  This is a multi-

disciplinary team made up of 22 researchers from 

The University of Auckland and ETRI in Korea.  



“The Healthbots project is one of the rare attempts, whi ch brings 
in such diverse expertise into one stream in order to realize a 
successful socially embedded robot .” Dr. Chandimal Jayawardena 

Researcher profile: 

Dr. Chandimal Jayawardena is a postdoctoral research fellow of the University of Auckland. 

He has more than 10 years of research and industrial experience in the areas of robotics, software engineer-

ing, data communication and IT project management. Dr. Jayawardena obtained his bachelors and masters 

degrees in Electronic and Telecommunication Engineering and the PhD in Robotics and Intelligent Systems. His 

research interests are human-robot interaction, intelligent and adaptive systems, and neuro-fuzzy systems  

Q1.   What was it that interested you about the Healthbots project? 

Today, robotics is not only for industry, but also for ordinary people as well. The future of robotics lies in the 

social embodiment of robots. To develop a successful socially embedded robot, solely relying on technology 

and engineering skills is not sufficient. Rather, such skills should be augmented by other vital areas such as 

psychology, human-robot interaction, natural speech, health sciences etc. Healthbots project is one of the rare 

attempts, which brings in such diverse expertise into one stream in order to realize a successful socially em-

bedded robot. To me, this multidisciplinary nature is the most interesting thing in the project.  

Q2.   What is your role within the Healthbots project? 

My role in the Healthbots project is software architecture design and systems integration. This role allows me 

to work very closely with the various sub-groups within the Healthbots project  

Q3.   What excites you about the Healthbots project? 

The inherent multidisciplinary nature of the Healthbots project always brings new technical challenges. This 

makes my work much more exciting, and provides me with a never ending set of opportunities to investigate 

and research. 
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This is a joint research project to bring together expertise of ETRI's robots with some of The University of 

Auckland’s research capabilities, while partnering with Korean and New Zealand Companies.  The research 

objective is to evolve the healthcare available for older people by custom designed robotic technology. 

Applications are being designed to help with repetitive tasks such as vital sign monitoring, dispensing of 

medications and fall detection.  These objectives will be achieved by research into the areas of health in-

formatics, speech generation, vital signs monitoring, robots in organisations, medication management 

support, psychological factors, wireless propagation, indicators to falls in older people and integration.   
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