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Candidate for 2010 IEEE President Elect 
 

 

J. ROBERTO BOISSON DE MARCA 
(Nominated by IEEE Board of Directors) 
 
Professor 
Pontifical Catholic University 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
www.robertodemarca.org 
 

Experience, leadership and effective teamwork to make IEEE the place 
of choice for networking with worldwide experts, building successful 
careers and engineering society’s future. 
 

 

Bio - Roberto was a Fulbright Scholar at the 
University of Southern California, where he 
earned a Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering. Since 
1978 he has been on the faculty of the Catholic 
University, Rio de Janeiro, having held several 
leadership/administrative positions including 
Associate Academic Vice President. Throughout 
his career Roberto built an extensive 
international experience spending visiting 
periods in universities and industrial laboratories 
in different countries. Twice on leave he served 
as Scientific Consultant with AT&T Bell 
Laboratories, Murray Hill. In 2008 he was a 
Visiting Professor with the Hong Kong University 
of Science and Technology and later in the year 
he held a Guest Scientist appointment with NEC 
Network Research Laboratories in Heidelberg, 
Germany. 

As Scientific Director of the Brazilian National 
Research Council, managing a 300 million dollar 
research funding program, Dr. de Marca 
authorized the startup money for the national 
research network that led the way to the 
widespread use of Internet in Brazil. He was a 
delegate to several ITU meetings where the 
wireless 3G specifications were developed. 
Recently, he was appointed member of the 
advisory committee of Finep, the largest 
Brazilian funding agency/bank for research and 
innovation.  

Dr. de Marca was the founding President of the 
Brazilian Telecommunications Society. He is an 
IEEE Fellow and a full member of the Brazilian 
National Academy of Sciences. He is listed in 

the 2007/2008 editions of Who´s Who in 
Science and Technology. 

AWARDS: IEEE ComSoc Harold Sobol Award 
for Exemplary Service to Meetings and 
Conferences, 2008.  IEEE ComSoc Wireless 
Communications TC Recognition Award, 2006. 
IEEE Third Millennium Medal, 2000.  IEEE 
ComSoc Donald W. McLellan Meritorious 
Service Award, 1998.  IEEE Fellow, 1995. 
 
 

Key IEEE Offices and Activities – (S’71-
M’72-S’74-M’77-SM’84-F’95)  
- IEEE Vice President, Technical Activities 

(2008) 
- IEEE Secretary (2006) 
- IEEE Division III (Communications 

Technology) Director (2004-2005) 
- Member, IEEE Executive Committee (2006, 

2008) 
- Chair, IEEE Audit Committee (2005) 
- Member, IEEE Standards Board (2004) 
- Chair, IEEE TA New Technology Directions 

Committee (2009) 
- Member, IEEE Technical Activities Board 

(2000-01, 2004-05,2007-09) 
- Chair, IEEE International Communications  

Award Committee 
- President, IEEE Communications 

Society (2000-2001) 
- Member, IEEE ComSoc Board of 

Governors (1993-97,1999-2005) 
- Chair, IEEE ComSoc Awards Committee 

(2006-2007) 
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- Chair, IEEE ComSoc Fellow Evaluation 
Committee (1998-99) 

- Member, IEEE Communications Magazine 
Editorial Board (1987-93) 

 
 
Position Statement 
 
Times of fast technological changes and 
economic uncertainty offer IEEE several 
challenges and opportunities. Continued 
progress towards IEEE’s vision of engineering 
the future for the well-being of its members, the 
profession and humanity requires three related 
efforts: volunteer engagement and satisfaction; 
offering relevant cost-effective services to 
members; and transnational participation and 
collaboration. If elected IEEE President I will rely 
on my diversified professional and volunteer 
career to: 
 
- Develop an environment in which 

volunteers find enjoyment in their work 
and can balance their expectations with 
IEEE business requirements.               

- Practicing Engineers: Work with industry 
leaders to identify and launch new IEEE 
services that benefit practicing engineers 
and managers. Support initiatives by 
Societies/Councils to develop economical 
continuing education products and services. 

- Foster IEEE globalization to: greater 
worldwide participation of members and 
volunteers; provide better services across 
the globe and; appropriate transnational 
representation in IEEE’s leadership 
positions and decision-making bodies.  

- Create opportunities for young 
professionals to participate in IEEE 
activities and grow into leadership positions 
within IEEE volunteer structure;  

- Strengthen IEEE’s already successful 
Standards development activities. 

- Promote business models within IEEE that 
enhance the membership and financial 
success of both IEEE and its component 
societies and regions. 

- Partner with staff to reduce current IEEE 
infrastructure costs and  identify novel 
revenue streams. Improvements in 
business efficiency will enable additional 
cost-effective services to members 
worldwide.  

- Promote cooperation across IEEE units to 
address and advance emerging 
technologies. 

- Enhance the public visibility of   member 
and volunteer achievements and the 
benefits to society that result from IEEE 
activities. 

- Maintain the quality of IEEE products and 
integrity of its brand 

 

Selected Volunteer Accomplishments 
 
• As IEEE Board of Directors and TAB 

member: supported conservative fiscal 
policies, whose value is now apparent. I also 
proposed more than 20 successful Board 
motions. 

• As IEEE VP – Technical Activities:  
strengthened relations with other IEEE 
organizations to address Society 
membership decrease and development of 
joint services; established an industry 
leaders committee to improve the quality of 
our products for practitioners; launched 
development of IEEE's technology roadmap; 
stimulated creation of an RFID Technical 
Committee and triggered changes in the 
Society/Council performance review 
process.  

• During my term as President, the IEEE 
Communications Society achieved its 
highest membership; partnered with other 
organizations to offer new conferences, 
publications and services in key 
technologies such as Internet, optical 
networking and wireless communications; 
added new web-based services; launched 
the first Global Chapter Chair Congress; had 
a five-fold increase in Distinguished Lecturer 
Tours and had a record revenue year. 

 

• One of the leaders of the IEEE 
Communication Society’s successful 
globalization process resulting in more 
volunteers from Regions 7-10 holding Board 
positions, chairing Conferences and serving 
on editorial boards.   

 

• Under my leadership, the IEEE Audit 
Committee recommended creation of the 
Whistle Blower position and prompted the 
IEEE Standards Association to develop a 
risk assessment process. 

 

• Served as General Chair of three major 
IEEE conferences (GLOBECOM 99, WCNC 
04, Infocom 09). 


