
IEEE NZ North Section Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Date: 27 May 2010 
 
Start Time: 17:35  End Time: 19:30 
 
Attendance:   
 
  
Name  
Michael Neve <m.neve@ieee.org>  
Nirmal Nair <ncnair@ieee.org>  
Peter Over <p.h.over@ieee.org>   
Morteza Biglari Abhari <m.abhari@auckland.ac.nz>  
Patrick Hu <a.hu@auckland.ac.nz>,   
Kevin Sowerby <kw.sowerby@auckland.ac.nz>  
Allan Williamson <ag.williamson@auckland.ac.nz >  
Valeriy Vyatkin <v.vyatkin@auckland.ac.nz >  
Hamid Hosseini <hgholamh@aut.ac.nz>  
Udaya Madawala <u.madawala@auckland.ac.nz >  
Bruce MacDonald < b,macdonald@auckland.ac.nz>  
Chuan-Zheng Lee  < clee261@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Bo Li <software_engineer@windowslive.com>   
Renella Carneiro < rcar102@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Tom Hughes < tomhughes@windowslive.com>  
Sam Kolahi <sam_kolahi@ieee.org >  
 
Apologies:     AW, MN, UM, HH, SK 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting:   Acceptance moved by PO  ; Sec  KS     
 
Matters Arising:      None  
 
 
Chair’s Report: NN reported that: 

• Our bid to hold the R10 meeting has been unsuccessful. 2011-2012 Region 10 Director, 
Prof. Lawrence Wong has decided to have the 2011 Region 10 Meeting in Yogyakarta, 
Indonesia.  The date for the meeting is 5 (Sat) & 6 (Sun) March 2011. Anyways, I think 
we have extended courtesy by offering to hold.  Better luck in future perhaps... 

• The Section Executive has approved a request of up to a maximum of NZ $360 from 
Udaya Madawala towards registration of IAS Chapter Chair Meeting to be held in 
Penang, Malaysia 22-23 Nov, 2010. The IAS chapter will be bearing the majority of the 
cost but inquired of all sections to extend a small partial support and this. Section 
executive approved this on the basis of  an informal agreement that Udaya will continue 
to volunteer as the IAS Chapter chair for our section until at least the end of 2011, so that 
our IAS members can reap some benefit of this support 

• EMB Lecture Suggestions indicated: 
o Hamid enquired about Research Opportunities in Wireless Health-

Communications Chapter Lecture by Greg Pottie which was held in 
Christchurch could be conducted as DL here in Auckland (Cost is an issue and 
besides he is a DL of communication Chapter) 

o Ehsan Vaghefi, an EMB member in our section, has offered to organize a Vision 
engineering field (e.g. medical imaging, modelling of ocular tissue). (Can Hamid 
coordinate to arrange something which has less or no cost burden)? 

• Today we have proposals and presentations from Auckland University SB, GOLD and 
Incorporation Subcommittee. Will leave it to the Officers to elaborate on their plans.  

• Received update of Joint IM chapter from Subhas Mukohpadhyay (NZ Central) 
o Two members in the executive committee of the IM chapter are A/Prof. Rainer 

Kunnemeyer  (rainer@waikato.ac.nz) and Dr. Poul Nielsen 
(p.nielsen@auckland.ac.nz). They belong to IEEE North. 



o A workshop is to be conducted 
o Offer of Subhas to give a DL lecture here to NZ North members.   

• I received an email from IEEE History Centre "According to our records, this year, 2010, 
your section is celebrating its 30th anniversary.   Significant anniversaries are often 
occasions to look back at your section’s history and celebrate its heritage.  Collecting and 
preserving historical documents, and writing your history will provide your section with 
an institutional memory, so that future leaders can build on what has been accomplished 
before. The IEEE History Center encourages you to do these things, and has ways to 
help."  My response was as follows: 

o Thanks for your email and offer of the GHN archival site. Our section has some 
collection of archival material spread across the previous 30 years.   One of the 
outputs we shared to our region was in 2008 for                                                  
R10http://ewh.ieee.org/reg/10/Newsletter/2008/THE%20IEEE%20REGION%2
0TEN%20NEWSLETTER%20History%20Supplement.pdf 

o I would post your offer towards our current Section officers during our next 
meeting (which is next week).  FYI we have started administering all our 
meetings through wiki.    
https://wiki.auckland.ac.nz/display/IEEENZNS/Home;jsessionid=4FBCAE1D91
2394EB47DCAF774F79AAA1|../display/IEEENZNS/Home;jsessionid=4FBCA
E1D912394EB47DCAF774F79AAA1 

 
 
Reports and Strategic Plan Updates: 
 
Computer: No activity reports except that a seminar was presented by Prof. McFarlane 

from Cambridge on 1st of April.  
 
ComSoc:  

• The 2010 IEEE New Zealand Wireless Workshop will be held in Wellington on 
Friday 27 August. Alan Coulson from Industrial Research Ltd will take the lead in 
coordinating the event, which will probably be held on IRL's premises in Gracefield, 
Petone. The date was chosen to avoid clashes with research project exhibitions at 
Victoria University (3 September) and the University of Auckland (10 September). 
(In 2009, when the event was held in Auckland, there was a clash with the Victoria 
University event.) 

• Alan Coulson <A.Coulson@irl.cri.nz> will soon be issuing a call for participation in 
the 2010 Wireless Workshop at which speakers from academia, industry and 
government present and discuss issues related to the design, implementation and use 
of wireless systems. 

• Planning has advanced for the Asia Pacific Communications Conference and 
ATNAC which will be co-located in Auckland this year (31 October - 3 November at 
the Langham Hotel). Paper submissions are due shortly. Accepted papers will 
eventually appear on IEEExplore. 
See:  http://apcc2010.aut.ac.nz/ and  http://atnac2010.aut.ac.nz/  

 
 
PES/PELS:  

• Prof Neville Watson coordinated the DL program by Bruno Meyer on Smart Grid, 
approximate time table is: 

Brisbane (1/2 day workshop) 9 - 11 July (Workshop 10 July?) 
Auckland (1/2 day workshop) 12 - 13 July (Workshop 12 July?) 
Wellington (1/2 day workshop) 13 - 14 July (Workshop 13 July?) 
Christchurch (1/2 day workshop) 15 - 17 July (Workshop 16 July?)  

It has been agreed to update the travel to business class. EPE Centre will purchase the 
ticket and then invoice the contributions from the companies. Our chapter only needs 
to cover the local cost as planned. 

• Application to host IEEE Power Technology Conference 2012 (PowerCon'12) has 
been successful. It will be held in Christchurch some time Oct. 2012 

 



 
 
IAS/IES:   

The IAS Region 10 meeting is scheduled (tentatively) to be held in Penang, 
Malaysia on 22nd November. The meeting is followed by a 
workshop/tutorial on the 23rd. However, both events are still be confirmed, 
and I intend to attend if the meeting goes ahead. Please note that I have 
already got the approval from our Chapter (communicated to the NZN 
Executive). The workshop after the meeting will be conducted by Dr Juan 
Sanchez, FIEEE, from Spain, who is a DL on IAS DL program. He is an 
expert on energy, and I have invited him to NZ under ISA DL program prior 
to the meeting in Malaysia since he can cover most of his travel expenses 
from the trip to Malaysia. IAS has approved DL’s travel costs, but I am yet 
to receive a confirmation from Dr Juan Sanchez.   

        
MTT: Nil report. 
 
Robotics: Nothing new to report on robotics. Except that we are pretty much finalised 

on Monday August 2 for the DL in robotics to visit. And I think we are 
looking at a night accommodation and sharing the flight to Christchurch. 

 
EMBS: Nil report. 
 
 
UoA Student Branch:       

• Memberships 
The 81 new and renewing applications from the membership drive still have not been 
processed by IEEE. 

My bank finished its investigations on 29 April, finding that the telegraphic transfer 
had indeed been successfully deposited in the IEEE’s bank account on 19 March, as 
expected.  I informed IEEE Student Services, and then called IEEE Student Services 
on 7 May (US Eastern Time).  I was informed by Laura Durrett that the telegraphic 
transfer had, in fact, been received on 19 March, but the IEEE Accounting 
Department had incorrectly credited the USD 1256.50 to my personal account, rather 
than the Student Branch account.  The memberships are now supposedly with IEEE 
Member Processing.  At time of writing (26 May) I have yet to hear further from 
Piscataway.  

• Financial Reform Proposal  
Chuan-Zheng would like to present a proposal for reforming the way how student 
branch handle their finances. Financial Reforms Synopsis and Financial Bylaw 
Governance Documents are provided for this meeting and are on Wiki. 

• Australia and New Zealand Student Congress (ANZSCON) 2010 
Plans for ANZSCON are progressing well, being led by a dedicated Melbourne-
based committee with support from an inter-Branch committee.  We are seeking 
industry sponsors for ANZSCON, and to this end I have completed a sponsorship 
prospectus for companies (available on Wiki).  Matthew McCallum is the contact for 
sponsorships from New Zealand. 

• Student Branch Activities 
We are currently organising our annual Job Skills Seminar and Practice Interviews. 

• Region 10 Student Activities Committee 
The next Student Activities Committee meeting will probably be in mid-June. 

• Region 10 Website Competition 
The Section Committee will be aware that Webmaster Shaun Blyde is in the midst of 
overhauling our Branch website, and that completing a submission for this 
competition’s deadline was not our priority.  Nonetheless, Shaun put forward an 
entry which was placed 11th out of 32 entries from Region 10. 



AUT Student Branch:   
• The AUT IEEE student branch had a membership induction meeting held on 

Friday 7th of May. 
        Quite a few people signed up on the day and paid their membership fees  
        online. There are 31 paid active members so far at AUT (including 4  
        committee members). This figure is slightly better than last year’s 20  
        members. The committee members for AUT IEEE Student Branch 2010  
        have been finalised: 

      Chair: Bo Li (90823380) 
Vice Chair: Guy Paine (90847998) 
Secretary: Ali Bearakat (90858733) 
Treasurer: Senthuran Palany (90848001)  

• Upcoming events: 
We have planned to schedule the following branch events during semester 
break: 

o Field Trip (to Huntly Power Station): We have to discuss this with 
one of our academic lecturers to arrange a time for that. 

o We would probably have more events like leadership workshop 
and interview practice workshop coming up but the date and time 
has not been finalised yet. If we have the budget approved, we will 
run another membership induction meeting next semester. 

o Right now, we are waiting to get affiliated with AUSM. We also 
have opened up a new cheque/credit card account for IEEE AUT 
Student Branch. 

o During inter-semester break, we will look into creating a banner 
and getting sponsorship for AUT IEEE Student Branch. 
 

   
GOLD:   

        The minutes of the last meeting for GOLD is on Wiki. 
• The Section Treasurer indicated that the GOLD budget plan will be 

amended to add fund for GOLD committee meeting food and drink at the 
same level (max $40 per meeting)  with other committee meetings cost. 

• I have been approached by Julia Gibney for attendance at IEEE section 
congress, I have attached the invitation for that (which is on Wiki) and I 
would like to discuss funding and other matters for this as I would be 
interested in attending. The annual plan and budget request is available on 
Wiki.   

 
 
PACE:  Nil report.  
 
WIE Student Affinity Group:    

The pizza event was a success. There were a huge number of second and fourth years that 
turned up, all together around 30 students. To make the new students feel comfortable we 
organised a few ice-breakers. We were able to make everyone aware of IEEE and WIE. 

We also have three new members joined the committee. We are now in the process of 
organising the field trip and presentation skills seminar.   

Web: 

Shaun has confirmed the student branch migration. We as a section decided during our last    
meeting to migrate to perhaps IEEE Entity webpages or other resources within IEEE HQ. 

 
 
 



Membership: 

Sam reported that: 

• Membership shows some growth since last year (see the recent NZ membership 
statistics on Wiki). Now we two fellow members. 

• IEEE now wants 5 days notice to send announcements. 
• We are still trying to set up the Unitec student branch. 

 
Council:  Nil report.  
 
Treasurer: The budget performance and financial report documents up to 27th of May 

2010 are on wiki. The amendments approved in this meeting will be 
included in the next report.  

    
Other Business:  

• The roadmap for Incorporation  sub-committee was presented by Peter Over 
which is on Wiki.   

• The committee didn’t approve providing extra fund to support GOLD chair’s 
request to attend the IEEE Section congress. 

 
    
Action Items:   
 

• The Section chair is to circulate the UoA IEEE Student Branch financial 
proposal to all the Section committee members for further discussions through 
email. Then the Executive committee will make decision on this based on 
comments of other voting members of the Section committee.  

 


