
IEEE NZ North Section Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Date: 25 March 2010 
 
Start Time: 17:35  End Time: 19:20 
 
Attendance:   
 
  
Name  
Michael Neve <m.neve@ieee.org>  
Nirmal Nair <ncnair@ieee.org>  
Peter Over <p.h.over@ieee.org>   
Morteza Biglari Abhari <m.abhari@auckland.ac.nz>  
Patrick Hu <a.hu@auckland.ac.nz>,   
Kevin Sowerby <kw.sowerby@auckland.ac.nz>  
Allan Williamson <ag.williamson@auckland.ac.nz >  
Valeriy Vyatkin <v.vyatkin@auckland.ac.nz >  
Hamid Hosseini <hgholamh@aut.ac.nz>  
Udaya Madawala <u.madawala@auckland.ac.nz >  
Bruce MacDonald < b,macdonald@auckland.ac.nz>  
Chuan-Zheng Lee  < clee261@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Renella Carneiro < rcar102@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Tom Hughes < tomhughes@windowslive.com>  
Sam Kolahi <sam_kolahi@ieee.org >  
Ly Nguyen represented WIE. 
 
Apologies:     MN, RC, VV 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting:   Acceptance moved by  PO  ; Sec  PH     
 
Matters Arising:      None  
 
 
Chair’s Report: NN reported that: 

• This will be my second year volunteering as the Chair of NZN and I am looking forward 
towards all your support in maintaining the high level of Section activities that we have 
been delivering in recent years. 

• I attended the R10 meeting at Cebu, Philipines held on 27 & 28 Feb. Details are available 
from my notes [Nirmal_Notes_R10_Annual_Mtg_20100228.pdf  on Wiki] taken during 
the meeting and http://ewh.ieee.org/reg/10/Reports/meetrep/meetrep2010.html. We also 
had our NZ council meeting there and the minutes are available from 
IEEE_NZ_Council_R10_20100228_Cebu.pdf which is on Wiki. 

• We put in a bid for hosting the 2011 R10 meeting in Auckland. There were 6 other 
competing bids. We are still awaiting the decision. 

• Two new Chapter/Affinity group volunteers in our Section Executive:  Tom Hughes 
(GOLD) and Valeriy Vyatkin (Computer Society) 

• During our first 2010 meeting I would like us to discuss on the 2010 Strategic Plan 
document, financial standing of the section & action plan for the 2010 Chapter and 
affinity group proposed activities. 

•  

 
 
Reports and Strategic Plan Updates: 
 
Computer: A seminar (by Prof. McFarlane from Cambridge University, UK) will be 

held on 1st of April.  
 



ComSoc: IEEE New Zealand Wireless Workshop is scheduled to be held in early 
September in Wellington (2nd September has been suggested). 

 
APCC 2010 (Asia Pacific Conference on Communications) will be held in 
Auckland at the Langham Hotel 31 October - 3 November. This conference 
will be run in conjunction with ATNAC 2010 (Australasian 
Telecommunication Networks and Applications Conference). Paper 
submissions for both conferences are due 31 May. 

 
We also anticipate at least two one-hour seminars/technical meetings during 
the year. 
 

PES/PELS:  
One day PLEC workshop by Dr John Schönberger, Plexim GmbH, Zurich 
has been successfully conducted on 19th of February. There were 26 
attendants in total, including 18 IEEE members and 8 non members.  
 
A seminar is expected to be held in July or August and a DL (R10 PES is 
exploring one out of 4 possible DL for 2010) is expected in October. 

 
 
IAS/IES:   

Plan for the activities of the society and DL visits will be provided in April 
meeting.   

        
MTT: Nil report. 
 
Robotics: The chapter chair role has moved to NZ North (last year was in NZ South) 

and Bruce MacDonald has agreed to fill the role, as planned. There is still 
US$2000 funding for an initial workshop for the new chapter. The ICCA 
conference provided some surplus funds in NZ South, estimated at about 
$20K and 40% of this would benefit the chapter. Planned events are listed 
below.  As well as the workshop, four meetings are proposed across NZ, 
including one DL. 
Committee is: Bruce (Chair) , XiaoQi Chen (Canterbury, vice-chair), Peter 
Xu (Massey, Albany, secretary/treasurer). report.  
 
Events for 2010: 

• Visit to Army Bomb Disposal Robots in Wellington on 
31st of March (Speaker: Dale Carnegie; NZ Central event 
with IET. 

• Planned DL visit organized by NZ South for both 
Auckland and Christchurch in June? 

• Robotics and Automation workshop in Auckland in 
October. [All R&A members will be invited, and also an 
invitation to IEEE and other mailing lists (i.e. the local 
community), as well as government and industry. The 
budget is for local travel and accommodation of a keynote 
speaker (US$500+US$300), lunch (US$1200), morning 
tea (US$400), afternoon tea (US$400) and US$800 to be 
sought from sponsorship]. 
A chapter meeting will be held during the workshop. 

• Seminar: Wearable Assistive Devices in Massey, Albany 
by Peter Xu 

• Seminar: Robots for older care by  Bruce MacDonald  
(ECE Department seminar to be advertised to IEEE 
mailing list) 

 
EMBS: The 2010 activities for EMBS are: 
 



1-  One DL visit (details to be announced later). 
2- Attending the 32nd IEEE EMBC -2010 Conference. (No financial 
support from IEEE NZ North). 
3-  Two Seminar/Technical meeting.  

 
 
UoA Student Branch:       

• Memberships 
Memberships Officer Akshat Sondhi co-ordinated an outstanding membership drive 
this year.  We had 73 new members, including 10 who signed up for the IEEE 
Computer Society Special Student Package (and are thus also members of the 
Computer Society), and 8 renewing members.  This takes our current membership 
count above 200. Several major changes were made this year to the memberships 
drive, which we believe contributed to its success: 

 It was moved forward by two weeks, from week 4 of the semester 
to week 2 

 It was extended over three days, with the BBQ on the second day 
 Receipts book was used, which is already saving a lot of headaches 

with record-keeping 
• Australia-New Zealand Student Congress  

I am involved in plans for the first IEEE Australia-New Zealand Student Congress.  
Planning is in early stages and the intention is to hold the event in Melbourne in late 
November.  This initiative was a product of talks at the Region 10 Student Congress 
in Singapore last year, and may pave the way for stronger inter-Branch and trans-
Tasman links.      

• Exemplary Student Branch Award Nomination 
We submitted a (self-)nomination for the Region Exemplary Student Branch Award.  
The Region 10 SAC has confirmed receipt of our submission, so it should be 
considered (unlike last year).    

• Student Branch Events 
We ran all our usual events, including the indoor soccer tournament, Job Skills 
Seminar and Practice Interview, two field trips, tour of the Part IV Projects 
Exhibition and quiz night. * Organised by Andrew Austin (Vice-Chair), this was a 
great success with 19 teams and just over 100 people taking part. We are fortunate to 
have Dr Mark Andrews as quizmaster for the event, and we also a grateful to Dr 
Michael Neve for his support during the evening.   

• Executive Committee Appointments 
At time of writing (Monday 23 March), interviews are in progress for four positions 
for Part II students, and one casual vacancy for a Part III student.  Also, a Part IV 
student, Rachit Bhatia, has been appointed to the Executive Committee.     

• Student Branch annual plan, annual budget and strategic plan for 2010-2011 are on 
Wiki 
 

AUT Student Branch:   Nil report. 
 
   

GOLD:   
        The annual plan and budget request is available on Wiki.   

 
 
PACE:  Nil report.  
 
WIE Student Affinity Group:    

The annual plan and budget request is available on Wiki.   

   



Web: Nil report.    
 
Membership: Nil report.  
 
Council:  Kevin Sowerby will be council chair in 2010.  
 
Treasurer: The budget performance and financial report documents for 31 Dec. 2009 

are on wiki. (The actual income in 2009 in budget performance should be 
corrected to $16643). 

    
Other Business:  

• A new chapter of Instrumentation and Measurement (I&M) has been established. 
This is a joint chapter across all 3 sections of NZ. NZ Central office bearers have 
formed the Chapter committee and are having their inaugural meeting on 15 
April 2010.  

• The proposed changes to the strategic plan (which is on Wiki) were approved.  
 
 
    
Action Items:   
 

• IEEE organization is to be changed. So, the Section is to establish  
Incorporation  sub-committee to look at this from our Section point of view. 
Kevin will be the interacting council chair regarding the tax issues. This sub-
committee will be chaired by Peter Over.   

• A new sub-committee (Advancement & Recognition) is to be established to 
recognize outstanding works carried out by volunteers for the Section in the past 
several years. It will also look at Membership development and advancement 
(Student to GOLD, Member to Senior Member, Fellow ). This sub-committee 
will be chaired by Morteza and also includes Patrick and Tom as members of the 
sub-committee.   

 


