
IEEE NZ North Section Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Date: 6 August 2009 
 
Start Time: 1745  End Time: 1850 
 
Attendance:   
 
  
Name  
Michael Neve <m.neve@ieee.org>  
Nirmal Nair <ncnair@ieee.org>  
Peter Over <p.h.over@ieee.org>   
Morteza Biglari Abhari <m.abhari@auckland.ac.nz>  
Patrick Hu <a.hu@auckland.ac.nz>,   
Kevin Sowerby <kw.sowerby@auckland.ac.nz>  
Allan Williamson <ag.williamson@auckland.ac.nz >  
Robert Amor <trebor@cs.auckland.ac.nz >  
Hamid Hosseini <hgholamh@aut.ac.nz>  
Udaya Madawala <u.madawala@auckland.ac.nz >  
Bruce MacDonald < b,macdonald@auckland.ac.nz>  
Chuan-Zheng Lee  < clee261@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Gerk Hing Chen < ttz7497@aut.ac.nz>  
Adriyana Danudibroto < adan029@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Pradeep Anasuri < anasuri@alcatel-lucent.com>  
Sam Kolahi <sam_kolahi@ieee.org >  
 
Apologies:     RA, PH, BM, UM, SK 
 
Minutes of Last Meeting:   Acceptance moved by   MN   ; Sec   HG  
 
Matters Arising: Action item 1 from the last meeting has been in progress and is expected to 

get a report on that in the next meeting.  
 
 
Chair’s Report: NN reported that: 

- Hamid has been successful to arrange 2 events for our EMB chapter 
members.  

           o The first one is a joint event with IBTec delivered by Hans Crezee titled 
'Hyperthermia: Heat as a cancer treatment' which will be held on Monday 
17th August, 2009 at AUT. 

           o The second one will be from Krikor Ozanyan a specialist from the 
Sensors Chapter who is visiting New Zealand for the Sensors'09 Conference 
to be held in Christchurch. The seminar will be on 'Tomography of Dynamic 
Subjects: From Species-Selective Imaging to Patient Monitoring' . The date 
is 4th November evening at 4pm. The executive on behalf of the North 
Section Committee approved this 'extra-ordinary' expenditure up to $690 
(maximum DL allowance) to facilitate the activation of the EMB chapter. 

 
 - The executive approved an additional $NZ 300 on top of the already 

approved $NZ 750 to meet the expenses of Chuan-Zheng's attendance to the 
Student Congress in Singapore.  The air-fare was pretty steep which 
required this support from the section. Please note that IEEE R10 has also 
given USD $500 as support. 

 
     - The Student Branch efficiently planned and executed the 2009 Practice 

Interview session. My kudos goes to Chuan-Zheng and his great team of 
volunteers. I did attend the drink/nibble closing session at the end. I got 
positive feedbacks from the student participants and specially from the 
Industry interviewers. 

 
 



- Prof. Adnan Al-Anbuky from AUT has requested our section support for     
2 items: 

            o Request of NZ $500 Financial support to host a lecture on  
"Organic Computing" from Prof. Dr. Ing Christian Muller Schloer 
visiting University of Otago. Robert Amor has agreed to partially 
extend his funds from Computer Society chapter DL budget 
allotment. Our Executive is also ok with it as long as we all stick to 
our agreed budget. We have not decided on the exact amount that 
we are ready to support.  Adnan will work out the exact expense 
and support that he is likely to get from AUT and other sources. 
o Letter of support from our Section was sought for the proposed 
APCC and ATNAC conferences in November 2010. Kevin has 
agreed to be in the organizing committee.  
 

     - In connection with requests for DL, two Chapters so far, (PES and CS), 
have indicated stopping financial support for their DLs for this year. 
Obviously, this could have been necessitated because of the financial 
crunch. I would suggest that we tread carefully before committing anything 
in the future.     

 
- R10 has reminded us to update our Section web-page. We need to sort it 
out. 

     - There is an article about our Student Branch in R10 
     - One of the IEEE presidential candidates (Roberto de Marca) has sent me 

an email sharing the views on his candidature  
     - R10 has informed me to ask all volunteers of our section to fill in their 

activity report (L31) online for completed activities. 
 
Reports and Strategic Plan Updates: 
 
Computer: No IEEE Computer Society activity to report since the highly successful 

Peter Gibbons Memorial lecture. The Computer branch has been notified by 
CS Region 10 that the funds for the Distinguished Visitor Programme have 
been exhausted due to their budget cuts. We will have to wait until 2010 to 
bid for a DL as we had planned for 2009. They have instituted a 'DVP Lite' 
programme (http://www.r1.ieee.org/roch/cab/MVP-chapter-announce.html), 
which is merely an email notification of when a DV is passing through a 
particular country. To date I have not received any of these notifications. 
The CS branch will look to redistribute the funds set aside for its DL this 
year and an initial opportunity may be to help sponsor the Auckland leg of a 
visit by Prof Schloer who would present around NZ on Organic Computing. 

 
ComSoc: - Kevin reported that IEEE NZ Wireless Workshop is to be held in about 4 

weeks, which is an all day event. There will be about 20 speakers. They are 
also seeking sponsorship.  

 
PES/PELS: - Patrick needs to attend an event organised by Engineering without borders 

so he sent his apology for not being able to attend the coming committee 
- A PES DL program has been arranged for early Dec, but PES is 
considering to cut the budget so it is on hold now. He will update us on any 
further development. 

 
IAS/IES:   

- A seminar was given by Dr. Tobias Geyer (Departmental post-doctoral 
visitor from ABB) on 4th  June 

       - Another meeting will be arranged before the end of this year. 
 
MTT: Nil report. 
 
Robotics: Nil report.  



 
 
UoA Student Branch:          -   Memberships: As of 11 July 2009, we have 194 active members 

according to SAMIEEE.  This includes 115 Student Members, 53 
Graduate Student Members, 1 Associate Member and 25 (Full) Members.  
The Associate Member and Members were previously Student Members, 
and were promoted when they reportedly graduated on 30 June 2009.  The 
Practice Interviews were good for attracting members, with 23 members 
joining or renewing with us in the months of June and July. We have had 
some issues with members who are known to be members of our Branch 
not showing up on the list provided by SAMIEEE.  This is typically due 
to an incorrect Education Profile, and was an issue with confirming 
membership statuses for the Interviews.  We are considering a range of 
measures to help reduce this problem in the future. 
-   Job Skills Seminar and Practice Interviews: These events were held on  
2 July and 9 July respectively and both ran successfully.  The Branch 
Executive Committee worked very hard to organise these major events and 
we have learnt a lot from the experience.  The Seminar attracted about 80 
attendees and the Interviews had a final count of 67 participants (not 
including those who were excluded as ineligible). Feedback from students 
has been positive. 
- Field Trip to Compac Sorting Equipment: This was on 30 July, and 
involved 14 members and 15 non-members.  It ran very smoothly with no 
hiccups on the day, and special mention must be made to Executive 
Committee member Karthik Mukkavilli, who single-handedly 
organised the entire trip. New and renewing memberships appeared to be   
finalised by IEEE last week. There are concerns about the length of time 
this takes---members received confirmation about a month after the 
payment and details were delivered to IEEE Member Processing. 
However, the Committee is also looking at ways to reduce the time we 
take to submit details to IEEE. 
- Region 10 Student Congress: As Committee members are aware, I 
attended the Congress in Singapore from 15 to 19 July.  The Congress was 
extremely productive in meeting representatives from other Branches.  In 
particular, as well as Rohan McGrath from the University of Canterbury, 
there were seven delegates from Australia at the Congress.  We informally 
discussed the idea of setting up a GINI project across Australia and       
New Zealand, though it should be noted that the idea is still in its infancy 
as Australian and New Zealand volunteers are currently only exploring 
possibilities (or a lack thereof). I also had the opportunity to meet several 
of the Regional Student Representatives and the dignitaries present at the 
Congress.  
In my role as a GINI volunteer I attended the GINI breakout session.  I 
reported the success with last year's leadership workshop and in starting 
the AUT Student Branch here, and that we have discussed possibilities but 
decided against joint events for this year.  GINI is set to expand into other 
parts of Region 10 this year, and there was an acknowledgement that the 
model that worked extremely well for Sections in India and Pakistan may 
need to be refined for other areas.  There was no session relating to WIE at 
this Congress. 
- Events for Semester 2: Events planned for the second semester including 
a Gaming Tournament, Field Trip to the Sky Tower, our annual Quiz 
Night, and the tour for Part I students of the Part IV Projects Exhibition, 
and the IEEEXtreme Programming Competition. 

 
 
 
AUT Student Branch:   - The printing and distribution of IEEE T-Shirts where successful. – 

 - Site Visit plan on August the 21st to Huntly power station. Visiting party 
is 30 members. And Peta to sort out the transport.  



- Leadership workshop is to be held after the semester break 
   

GOLD:   - GOLD website has been updated with current events this year 
- GOLD committee has been introduced to all the existing members via      
e-mail and website 
- Movie event (Harry Potter) has successfully been executed on the  

 29th  July 09 
- Planning on dinner/seminar with a distinguished guest regarding 
leadership and career growth as our next event 
- We have one new committee member, which brings the total to 4 members 
in the committee. 

 
PACE:   UoA Part IV project presentation seminar will be given by Michael Neve 
 
WIE Student Affinity Group:      

- Field trip to INRO on 23rd of July. It was a success, we have had many 
interest for participation. Unfortunately the place was limited, so we were 
forced to decline a number of requests. But overall, it was an enjoyable 
experience. The talk by INRO was both inspiring and encouraging. 
- We would like to get the committee inputs on funding sources both locally 
and from IEEE for supporting WIE activities. 

 
Web:   Nil report.   
 
Membership: Tabled. Membership figures in August 2009 are given and Membership 

retention presentation in Singapore 2009 is on wiki.  
 
Council:  Nil Report. 
 
Treasurer:               MBA mentioned that we have received a cheque for additional US $500 as   

Student rebates. Also, a current financial position was presented. 
The updated budget performance and financial report documents are on  
wiki.      

    
Other Business: Peter Over, our Vice-Chair, delivered a 10-minute Refresher on DL Policy 

that is expected to be followed by our volunteers in addition to talking about 
the Welcome Letter. 

 
 
    
Action Items: 
 
# Description Who Required By 
1 Investigate IEEE Hosting Website & Consultant DB MN Next Mtg 
2 Updating the DL invitation letter, the policy and local 

expense form where necessary 
MBA Next Mtg  

    
    
    
    
 


