
IEEE NZ North Section Committee Meeting Minutes 
 

Meeting Date: 2 December 2010 
 
Start Time: 17:55  End Time: 18:45 
 
Attendance:   
 
  
Name  
Michael Neve <m.neve@ieee.org>  
Nirmal Nair <ncnair@ieee.org>  
Peter Over <p.h.over@ieee.org>   
Morteza Biglari Abhari <m.abhari@auckland.ac.nz>  
Patrick Hu <a.hu@auckland.ac.nz>,   
Kevin Sowerby <kw.sowerby@auckland.ac.nz>  
Allan Williamson <ag.williamson@auckland.ac.nz >  
Valeriy Vyatkin <v.vyatkin@auckland.ac.nz >  
Hamid Hosseini <hgholamh@aut.ac.nz>  
Udaya Madawala <u.madawala@auckland.ac.nz >  
Bruce MacDonald < b,macdonald@auckland.ac.nz>  
Chuan-Zheng Lee  < clee261@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Bo Li <software_engineer@windowslive.com>   
Renella Carneiro < rcar102@aucklanduni.ac.nz>  
Tom Hughes < tomhughes@windowslive.com>  
Sam Kolahi <sam_kolahi@ieee.org >  

 
In attendance:  Hengjie Wang, Noel Gomes, Andrew Austin 
 
Apologies:     AW, RC, BM, UM, CZL, TH, VV  
 
Minutes of Last Meeting:   Acceptance moved by PHO; Sec HW    
 
Matters Arising:      None 
 
 
Chair’s  Report: NN reported that:  

• First, I would like to thank all the members for their support in maintaining the activities 
(and at times even building upon) across all the Chapter/Affinity groups this year    

• One of our student teams won the 2nd spot in the IEEExtreme programming competition 
• REMINDER for the L31 activity completion reporting.  Last date is 20 Dec 2010 by 

R10. (IEEE Web Account Protection to be applied to On-Line Officer Reporting Form. If 
you need to request an IEEE web account, please visit http://www.ieee.org/webaccount) 

 
 
Reports and Strategic Plan Updates: 
 
Computer: Nil report.  
 
ComSoc:  

•  The Asia Pacific Communications Conference APCC'2010 was held 31 October - 3 
November in the Langham hotel in Auckland. The conference was held in 
conjunction with ATNAC 2010 (Australasian Telecommunication Networks and 
Applications Conference) and was well attended by approximately 150 
communications researchers from around the world. 

• Professor Chris Anderson, the Director of the Wireless Measurements Group in the 
Electrical Engineering Department at the US Naval Academy in Annapolis, 
Maryland presented a seminar on 23 November on "Near Earth Wireless: 
Measurements and Modeling" at the University of Auckland. Upon request, he also 



delivered the seminar to the Defence Technology Agency in Devonport on 25 
November. 

• In 2011 the chairing role for the Joint NZ North/NZ South ComSoc Chapter passes 
back to the NZ North Section. Harsha Sirisena from the NZ South Section has held 
the role for the last two years. 

 
 

PES/PELS:  
Nirmal reported that:  

• I went to HangZhou China for publicity trip for POWERCON 2012 to be held in 
Christchurch. IEEE PES will be the major financial sponsor and underwriter for this 
event. 

• The new PES Chapter Representative for South is Dean Sharafi.  He will be taking 
up this position starting 2011. He has initiated a DL possibility for April 2011. It is 
yet to be finalized.   

• New Zealand Central has just successfully petitioned for a PES Chapter. Neville has 
been notified on 28 September 2010 that, it has been approved. Chair is: Dr. Ramesh 
Rayudu  

 
 

 
IAS/IES:   

• Udaya attended the IEEE IAS R10 chapter chair meeting/workshop, which was held 
on 22-23 Nov. in Penang, Malaysia.  Each chapter chair spoke with regard to their 
activities, and he raised the difficulty that we face in attracting good DLs to visit NZ 
due to financial constraints and being far away from rest of the world.  

• Peter Magyar (IAS Chair CDM) and Fanny also spoke in relation to membership 
development, more industry participation, common issues and Vtools.  All 
presentations of the meeting and the workshop are available at the following link  
http://ewh.ieee.org/soc/ias/cms/content/section/10/32/ 
 

 
        
MTT: Nil report. 
 
Robotics: Nil report.               
 
EMBS: Nil report. 
 
 
UoA Student Branch:       

Chaun-Zheng reported that: 

• In my second and last report to the Section AGM as Student Branch Chair, I wish to 
take the opportunity to thank Section Committee members for the opportunity to 
volunteer in this capacity, and for all of the guidance I have received from them.  It 
has certainly been an intriguing and rewarding journey.  I am privileged to have 
worked with an outstanding team of Student Branch volunteers, and I owe much 
gratitude to them for their support and enthusiasm in a constantly exciting two years. 

Highlights of 2010 

The University of Auckland Student Branch had an extremely busy year in 2010.  As well as 
all of our usual events, we introduced a public debate, this year held on the topic of software 
patents.  Combined with the joint leadership workshops, this brought our event count for 2011 
to twelve, not including ANZSCON: 

• Membership Drive 



• Job Skills Seminar 

• Practice Interviews 

• Leadership Workshop 1 (joint) 

• Field Trip to Stebbing Recording Centre 

• Indoor Soccer Tournament 

• Field Trip to the Sky Tower 

• Tour for Part I students of the Part IV Projects Exhibition 

• ECE Quiz Night 

• Software Patents Debate 

• IEEEXtreme 

• Leadership Workshop 2 (joint) 

In addition to our events, we have also: 

• Opened a bank account. 

• Received $600 in event sponsorships 

• Launched a wiki operations manual 

• Overhauled our website management system to one powered by WordPress 

• Continued to improve several of our administrative practices 

• IEEEXtreme: Fourteen teams from the University of Auckland entered 
IEEEXtreme.  The Faculty was again very supportive but, for issues with the air 
conditioning, it ran very smoothly.  Our teams performed very well, with two 
finishing in the top 25.  We again had a team, Tlura Quefrency, placed second in the 
world, solving all seventeen problems.  (The winning team was from Belarusian 
State University.)  Team Unfathomable Fathoms (“Placeholder1”) solved all but one 
problem, placing 15th.  All participants enjoyed themselves thoroughly and we are 
grateful to those proctors who helped for their time and support. 

• Officers and Portfolios 2011: Officers roles and portfolios for 2011 have been 
allocated. 

• IEEE ANZSCON 2010: ANZSCON 2010 was a superb event.  The University of 
Auckland was represented by eight attendees, including six members of our 
Executive Committee.  The Auckland contingent made a good name for ourselves 
and made many contacts with Canterbury and Australian counterparts. ANZSCON is 
likely to be run at around the same time in 2011.  Hosting rights for ANZSCON 
2011 will be done on a bidding basis, in a similar fashion to the R10SC.  The exact 
nature of this process is yet to be determined. 

• GINI: There was a solid amount of enthusiasm for GINI at ANZSCON.  Canterbury 
was especially interested, and representatives from Queensland, North Australia and 
Victorian Sections were at the GINI forum that I held at ANZSCON.  The GINI Co-
ordinator for Australia and New Zealand for 2011 will be Amit Pandey, a UoA SB 
member.  The forum decided to use a structure whereby Australia and New Zealand 



are divided into local areas, which broadly speaking are each state/territory of 
Australia, and New Zealand as one area.  Auckland and Canterbury volunteers 
floated the possibility of a New Zealand-wide event.  The future prospects for GINI 
in Australia and New Zealand look promising, which will bring the benefits of 
networking to local members. 

• Region 10 Student Congress Bid: The Student Branch entered a bid to host the 
Region 10 Student Congress in Auckland in 2011.  We are grateful to Section 
officers, particularly Peter Over and Nirmal Nair who both dispensed much 
invaluable advice on short notice for our bid preparation.  We are proud of the bid 
we submitted, very excited about the opportunity and confident that we can run a 
high-quality Congress that showcases Auckland and New Zealand to the Region, 
though it is obviously difficult to assess probabilities of victory in the bid.  

In Region 10, three other Student Branches bid for the hosting rights, all of which 
were from India.  It follows that, if we do not win the bid, next year’s Region 10 
Student Congress will be in India in July.  The continued improvement of benefits to 
local members relies on our links with overseas Student Branches.  It should be 
noted that the Student Congress is also a GOLD/WIE Congress.  I recommend that 
the Section consider early how it wishes to be represented, including the finances 
involved therein (in the event that Auckland does not win the bid).  

AUT Student Branch:   
•  An election for chair, vice-chair, treasurer & secretary for next year was held. 

  
GOLD:  

• The GOLD committee have had one meeting since the last Section meeting on 21st 
October. The minutes of this meeting is on Wiki. 

 
 
PACE: Nil report.  
 
WIE Student Affinity Group:  Nil report.  

 
 
Web: Nil report. 
 
 
 
Membership: Nil report. 
 
Council:  Nil report.  
 
 
Treasurer:  

• The budget performance and financial report up to 2 December 2010 was discussed 
in the meeting. The final financial report of 2011 will be on wiki late January. Also, 
a tentative budget plan for the Section for 2011 was prepared and discussed in the 
meeting. Chapter chairs are expected to finalize their plan before the first Section 
meeting in 2011 as the budget plan will be approved in that meeting. 

• The Secretary/Treasurer reported about the activity at Unitec for the plan to establish 
a student branch there. A/Prof. Sarrafzadeh, HoD of Computing Department at 
Unitic reported as follows: 

o HoD Computing Associate Professor Hossein Sarrafzadeh met with a group 
of 36 postgraduate students to discuss the establishment of an IEEE Student 
Branch at Unitec and encourage student membership. Lunch was provided. 
Benefits of IEEE membership and the Department’s plan for supporting a 
Student Branch were highlighted by the HoD. Student’s questions were 
answered and the benefits of the IEEE membership were discussed. 
Students were provided with membership forms. Four new student 



membership forms were filled during the meeting. The HoD agreed to 
subsidise the membership fees of all Doctoral students and that of Masters 
students in their thesis stage. This support will be continued in 2011.  
There will be a meeting of the Unitec IEEE student members early 2011 
and an election will be held to select a student member to act as the 
representative of the student group. There will be two other meetings 
during 2011 to plan activities and assess progress made. We are therefore 
requesting $1000 funding to help support the activities of the student group 
at Unitec.   

• It should be noted that the AGM and last section meeting has been moved to 2 
December to facilitate maximum section officers attending. 

 
    
Other Business:  
 
   None 
    
Action Items:   
 

• Section officers are expected to finalize their budget plan before the first meeting in 
2011. 

 


