
Chair	report	(23	May	2013)	
 

The following is a summary of activities and news related to our Section since our last 
committee meeting: 

 Josheel has taken over the GOLD chair role from Ruchi. We welcome him to the Section 
committee and appreciate Ruchi’s contributions to the Section in the last few years. We 
wish her all the best. 

 As it was announced before our GOLD AG application for R10 initiative Grant for 
"IEEE Humanitarian Workshop" has been successful with US$500 award. We appreciate 
Josheel and his team for their works for the application and congratulate them for their 
success. 

 We also would like to appreciate Nirmal’s work as the Student Counselor in the Section. 
He has received R10 Outstanding Student Branch Counselor Award for 2012 (with 
US$100 prize which was sent to the Section account earlier this year in January). 
Congratulations to him and his Student Branch team for this success.  
(A copy of the certificate is on Wiki). 

 Kevin Sowerby has been appointed to the 2014 IEEE Daniel E. Noble Award for 
Emerging Technologies Award Committee (from 1 May 2013 to 30 April 2014). He is 
also serving as the Region 10 representative on the 2013 IEEE Admission and 
Advancement Committee. 

 We approved unanimously in our previous Section committee meeting to establish WIE 
affinity group in our Section and in addition to the EA (Educational Activities) group.  

o Rashina has kindly agreed to take the leading role to set up the related committee 
for WIE and plan for its activities. 

o Gerard Rowe has kindly agreed to take the lead for EA. 

It should be noted that we may need to sign a petition for formal procedure on these 
two new Section groups. I’ll check that and inform the Section if necessary. 

 I have been communicating with Murray Milner (NZ Central Section Chair) and Adrian 
Busch (NZ South Section Chair) to setup ComSoc as separate chapters in each Section 
(while they can have close collaboration and joint events). Also, to setup a joint new 
chapter for (Signal Processing and Information Technology) SP/IT for our three NZ 
Sections. I am still waiting for NZ South Section comments on this proposal (while this is 
supported by NZ Central Section). I’ll update you on this in the next meeting.  

 R10 encourages forming the IEEE Special Interest Group on Humanitarian Technology 
(SIGHT) in each Section (which needs petition signed by 6 voting members of the 
Section). This will be discussed in our meeting today. 

 I have been contacted by R10 in April for "2013 IEEE Arrears Recovery Effort through 
Section Outreach". I'll informed them that based on our new strategic plan we would 
orgranize a member survey in mid-2013 (most likely in July) and based on that and other 
possible feedbacks, to plan increasing the Section members (including SB etc). 


