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Minutes, Meeting 1, 2009 

Minutes of a meeting of the University of Auckland IEEE Student Branch 

Executive Committee 

5 March 2009, 1 p.m., Briefing Room, ECE Department 

Present: Syed Naeemul Ahsan, Andrew Austin, Adriyana Danudibroto, Kyle Lazaro, Chuan-

Zheng Lee (chair), Fatima Leung-Wai (until 2:00 p.m.), Matthew McCallum (until 2:15 p.m.), 

Karthik Mukkavilli, Dr Nirmal Nair (until 1:35 p.m.), Josheel Pran Lal, Akshat Sondhi, Richard 

Stebbing 

Apologies: Claudio Camasca Ramirez for absence; Fatima and Matthew for early departure 

The meeting was opened at 1:19 p.m. 

1. Introduction and welcome 

Adriyana Danudibroto, the incoming WIE chair, was welcomed to the Committee. 

2. Introduction and welcome from Counsellor 

Dr Nair welcomed Committee members and gave an overview of his role as Branch 

Counsellor, and provided some counsel to the Committee. 

Syed asked about budget procedures.  Dr Nair gave a brief explanation of how the budget 

has worked in the past.  The Section’s planning meeting will be in late March. 

3. Officer role appointments 

The Committee ratified the following appointments: 

Syed Naeemul Ahsan to the role of Treasurer 

Matthew McCallum to the role of Webmaster 

The Committee appointed the following: 

Richard Stebbing to the role of Secretary 

Akshat Sondhi to the role of Memberships Officer 

Josheel Pran Lal to the role of Event Publicity 

Karthik Mukkavilli to the role of Environment Officer 

Syed Naeemul Ahsan to the role of Corporate Sponsorships 

4. Ratification of project committee appointments 

The Committee ratified the appointment of the Memberships Project Committee, consisting 

of Akshat (chair), Josheel, Richard, Fatima, Chuan-Zheng and Karthik. 

The Committee appointed a Website Project Committee, consisting of Matthew (chair), 

Chuan-Zheng, Kyle, Josheel and Fatima. 

5. Ratification of documents arising from the planning think-tanks 

Chuan-Zheng/Andrew: That the proposed constitution (version 3) be proposed to Branch 

members at the IEEE/ECE Indoor Soccer Tournament and that voting be held electronically in 

weeks 8 and 9 of the first semester.  Carried. 

Chuan-Zheng/Richard: That the vision statement “Departments in the University related to 

the Branch’s fields of interest will be buzzing with activity and interaction on social and 

technical levels” be adopted.  Carried. 

Fatima/Josheel: That the strategic plan for 2009–2011 be adopted.  Carried. 
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The Committee agreed to amend the draft annual plan for 2009 as follows: 

Add “Memberships process is reviewed and streamlined.” as the performance 

indicator for annual goal 6. 

Add “New website is released.” as the performance indicator for annual goal 7. 

Akshat/Andrew: That the annual plan for 2009 be adopted.  Carried. 

6. 2009 Calendar 

The Committee agreed to move the membership drive date to Wednesday 25 March, 

agreed to rename the bonding session “fun day”, and confirmed the draft calendar for 2009. 

7. Finance 

Syed/Josheel: That the budget for 2009 be approved.  Carried. 

The Committee discussed the sponsorships model that would be preferred in 2009, and 

agreed there would be no preference as to whether sponsors for the year or for each event 

would be sought. 

8. Memberships Project 

Akshat explained the work of the Memberships Project Committee so far and the procedure 

to be followed for 2009.  The Memberships Project Committee will meet next week. 

9. Website Project 

The Website Project Committee will meet next week. 

10. Electronics and Software Hobbyist Competition 

This matter was deferred to the next meeting. 

11. Experience/Mentoring Talk 

This matter was deferred to the next meeting. 

12. Field Trips 

Chuan-Zheng encouraged the committee to bring up ideas or opportunities for field trips as 

they arise. 

13. Other Technical Event 

The Committee considered ideas for other technical events, which included seminars with 

speakers from industry.  One possible idea was a representative from Inro. 

14. IEEE/ECE Indoor Soccer Tournament 

The gym is booked for 3 April from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. 

The Committee appointed Kyle to organise the tournament. 

15. Job Skills Seminar and Practice Interviews 

Chuan-Zheng gave a briefing on plans for the Job Skills Seminar and Practice Interviews.  The 

events will be during the inter-semester break and separated by a week. 

16. Outreach to secondary schools program 

Chuan-Zheng gave a briefing on the outreach to secondary schools program.  The plan for 

2009 is to develop a program for implementation in 2010. 
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17. General Business 

T-shirts will not be bought this year, and badges will be the primary identifier of Executive 

Committee members at events, but members are still encouraged to wear T-shirts if they 

have them. 

E-mails will all go through the Branch e-mail account sb.auckland@ieee.org this year.  Other 

event-specific Branch e-mail addresses will not be used to communicate with Branch 

members, but Officers may use their own e-mail addresses to communicate with Branch 

matters.  Incoming e-mails will be forwarded to the appropriate Officer. 

Part II representatives will be appointed by the chair and vice-chair in the next two weeks. 

Karthik sought clarification about the role of the Environmental Officer.  The Committee 

noted that this role was the first of its kind in the Branch and possibly in Branches around 

the world, so the role can be refined as time progresses. 

The meeting was closed at 2:30 p.m. 


